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Besides the fact that this provision baldly 

impedes the right of businesses to conduct af-
fairs in the manner they so choose, what is 
perhaps most troubling about this provision, 
which restricts freedom of contract and clearly 
infringes on intellectual property and other 
constitutional rights, is that it was added to the 
Conference Report in the dark of night. This 
provision was not contained in either of the 
underlying House or Senate Agriculture Appro-
priations bills—or any other bill for that matter. 
Moreover, the provision was never the subject 
of any committee hearings or other public de-
liberation by the Congress. 

While it will slip past Members today be-
cause it is buried deep in an important appro-
priations bill that, among other things, provides 
billions of dollars in drought relief to American 
farmers, I take small comfort in knowing that 
this provision will not slip past the Courts and 
will not survive judicial review. 

Until that time, let us at least realize that 
this ill-advised provision requires narrow inter-
pretation, not only because of the stealth with 
which it was included, but because an inap-
propriately broad reading would raise very se-
rious questions with respect to conflicts with 
US patent and trade laws. To avoid—or at 
least minimize—such conflicts, the only inter-
pretation of this provision (which replaced a 
broader proposed provision that the Con-
ference Committee rejected) is that it is strictly 
limited to contacts or agreement involving drug 
reimports, and also containing explicit contrac-
tual provisions to this purpose and effect. 

Make no mistake—this provision is horrid. 
That’s what you get when you have a flawed 
process—you get flawed policy. It profoundly 
affects both intellectual property rights and 
constitutional rights. It has no place in this bill 
and I am deeply disappointed the Conference 
Committee allowed such a provision to be in-
cluded in this bill. 
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CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4205, 
FLOYD D. SPENCE NATIONAL DE-
FENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2001 

SPEECH OF

HON. BOB STUMP 
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2000 

Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of the conference report for the FY01 
National Defense Authorization Act named for 
my distinguished colleague and Chairman of 
the Armed Services Committee, FLOYD D. 
SPENCE. Chairman SPENCE has been a great 
advocate of our nation’s military and has 
worked tirelessly to rebuild a military weak-
ened by years of cuts in the defense budget. 
Under his leadership we have increased the 
Department of Defense’s budget $60 billion 
over the past five years of Clinton-Gore ad-
ministration cuts. 

This bill makes significant progress in keep-
ing faith with the greatest generation by restor-
ing the promise of lifetime health care to 
America’s military retirees and their families. 
Congressman BUYER’s efforts to address a fi-
nancial challenge resulted in taking retiree 

health care out of the defense budget and set-
ting up a long-term funding plan to ensure that 
our nation’s military retirees will have access 
to the medical care that they have deservedly 
earned. 

The defense authorization act also provides 
active duty service members a new oppor-
tunity to convert their Post-Vietnam Era Vet-
erans Educational Assistance Program 
(VEAP) benefits to the Montgomery GI Bill if 
they declined to do so before or withdraw all 
funds from their VEAP accounts. The bill also 
builds upon the concurrent receipt initiative 
provided in last year’s defense bill. Beginning 
in fiscal year 2002, those service-members 
who are medically retired and rated at least 
70% disabled by VA will be eligible for addi-
tional special monthly compensation of up to 
$300. 

Mr. Speaker, I regret that my colleague from 
Virginia, Readiness Subcommittee Chairman 
Herb Bateman passed away before seeing 
this bill signed into law. Throughout the meas-
ure are marks of his efforts to ensure that our 
defenders of freedom are battle ready and 
have the tools and resources they need. I also 
wish to thank the retiring Members of the 
panel who have worked tirelessly to rebuild 
our nation’s military. Your support for our men 
and women in uniform has not gone unno-
ticed. 

While we have successfully increased fund-
ing in critical modernization programs, we 
have a long way to go. Following the ‘‘lost 
decade’’ of defense in the 1990s, America’s 
military must be reshaped to meet the chal-
lenges of the post-Cold War world. Starting 
immediately, the United States must commit 
the resources necessary to improve current 
military capabilities and prepare our forces to 
face the threats of the coming decades. Any-
thing less jeopardizes the military’s readiness 
and America’s place in the world. 
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HONORING NEW HOPE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

HON. NICK LAMPSON 
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the New Hope Baptist Church in Port 
Arthur, Texas, which will be receiving a State 
Historical Marker from the Texas Historical 
Commission on October 15, 2000. New Hope 
Baptist Church was the first African-American 
Baptist Church and was officially founded on 
August 12, 1906, but existed quite some time 
before that date. The church was first orga-
nized by the Rev. Stevenson, Sis. Copeland, 
Sis. Laura Hebert, and Sis. Sharlit Bill. New 
Hope was originally located on Titsingh Street 
(now known as Marian Anderson Avenue). 

As the African-American population grew, a 
larger place of worship was needed and a 
one-room building was rented on West 10th 
Street. The Rev. A.D. Hendon was the first of-
ficial pastor and served one year and 11 
months. Professor A.J. Criner was the first 
Chairman of the Deacon Board, as well as the 
Principal of the African-American public 
school. The New Hope Baptist Church had 14 

charter members, and some of the early mem-
bers included: Rev. Stevenson, Sis. Copeland, 
Sis. Sharlit Bill, Sis. Laura Hebert, Nora Wade 
(King), Will King, M.G. Glass, A.J. Criner, Nel-
lie Jones, Rev. A.D. Hendon, W.M. Richard-
son, Vallie Brown, J.W. Willis, W.P. Powell, 
A.W. Edwards, and Willie Braxton. 

The one-room building was used as a stable 
during the week. On Saturdays, the members 
would start clearing out the stable and assem-
bling makeshift benches with boxes and 
planks for members to sit on. There was no 
pulpit. The minister would stand in front of the 
congregation with his Bible in hand and 
preach. The building would often flood and 
leak when it rained. Rev. J.E. Nelson was the 
second pastor and served one year, through 
1909. During his administration, the first 
church was built at the same spot where the 
old structure stood. Hurricanes reportedly blew 
down two church buildings and early records 
were lost in floods and storms. 

New Hope developed a close relationship 
with the first Methodist Church of Port Arthur 
and Israel Chapel A.M.E. Church on Texas 
Avenue. Each alternated its services to allow 
the other to hold worship services in its sanc-
tuary during a building program. Rev. J.W. 
Williams came in 1910 and rebuilt the church 
that was destroyed by a hurricane. However, 
this building was soon destroyed. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the 20th Century New Hope 
Baptist Church should serve as an example to 
us all—always keep the faith and hope to re-
build. 
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TRIBUTE TO BETSY CROWDER 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 
Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 

a heavy heart to honor Betsy Crowder, a well- 
known and loved constituent who distin-
guished herself in so many ways and whose 
life was cut short on September 29, 2000. 

Born in Boston, Betsy Crowder’s love and 
appreciation for the environment developed 
early on when her parents would take their 
four daughters on camping trips in Canada 
during the summer. She met her late husband 
Dwight in 1949, when they were both mem-
bers of the Stanford University Alpine Club 
and they were married a year later. In 1960, 
the Crowders built a home in Portola Valley 
and became very active in local conservation 
issues. 

Betsy Crowder served on numerous County 
and local advisory committees for land use 
and trails including the Portola Valley Con-
servation Committee, the San Mateo County 
Trails Advisory Committee, the Bay Area 
Ridge Trail Council, the San Mateo County 
Bikeways Advisory Committee, the Committee 
for Green Foothills and the Planning and Con-
servation League. 

Betsy Crowder also served as a Planning 
Commissioner for Portola Valley from 1972 to 
1977 and as an environmental planner for the 
City of Palo Alto from 1972 to 1980. 

Since 1989, she was a member of the elect-
ed Board of Directors of the Midpeninsula Re-
gional Open Space District (MROSD), includ-
ing two years as President of the Board in 
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1993 and 1998. During her tenure on the 
Board, MROSD’s lands grew from 32,000 
acres to 43,000 acres and she was a very ac-
tive member on MROSD’s Coastal Advisory 
Commission for the District’s plan to annex the 
San Mateo County Coast. 

Mr. Speaker, Betsy Crowder was an excep-
tionally kind and selfless woman dedicated to 
her family, her community and her country. 
Her tireless commitment and stewardship of 
the environment inspired everyone. She lives 
on through her two children, two grand-
children, three sisters, 15 nieces and neph-
ews, and through all of us who were blessed 
to be part of her life. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great sadness that I 
ask my colleagues to join me in paying tribute 
to a uniquely wonderful woman who lived a 
life of purpose and to extend our deepest 
sympathy to her daughters, Wendy and Anne, 
and the entire Crowder family. 
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POLISH OFFICERS MONUMENT 

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, on Nov. 19, 
2000 the National Katyn Memorial Committee 
will dedicate a monument in Baltimore, Mary-
land to the memory of more than 15,000 Pol-
ish Army officers who were massacred by So-
viet soldiers in the spring of 1940. 

In September, I was honored to accept an 
award on behalf of Congress presented by Fa-
ther Zdislaw J. Peszkowski, a survivor of the 
massacre. The medal was presented on be-
half of the Katyn families in recognition of U.S. 
congressional hearings conducted in 1951 and 
1952 that focused world attention on this 
World War II massacre that occurred in the 
Katyn Forest. 

While this massacre occurred more than 50 
years ago, it is important that we remember 
what happened. In 1939, Nazi Germany in-
vaded Poland from the west and the Soviet 
Union invaded from the east. In 1940, more 
than 15,000 Polish Army officers were placed 
in detention, then taken in small groups, told 
they would be freed and then were gunned 
down in the Soviet Union’s Katyn Forest. In 
1943, the German Army discovered the mass 
graves, which the Russians tried to blame on 
the Germans. It was long suspected that the 
massacre was the work of the Soviets. Final 
proof came in 1989, after the fall of the Soviet 
Union, when President Gorbachev released 
documents that clearly proved the Soviets, 
with the full knowledge of Stalin, had carried 
out the massacre. 

For more than a decade, the Polish-Amer-
ican community has raised funds to construct 
a fitting memorial to honor the victims of the 
massacre. The 44-foot statue has been per-
manently installed near Baltimore’s Inner Har-
bor at President and Aliceanna Streets. I want 
to commend the Polish-American community 
and Alfred Wisniewski, Chairman of the Na-
tional Katyn Memorial Committee, and the en-
tire committee, for their tireless efforts in mak-
ing this memorial to the victims of this atrocity 
a reality. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in paying 
tribute to the memory of these murdered Pol-
ish Army officers. The Katyn Memorial in Balti-
more will be a lasting reminder to all of us that 
we must never tolerate evil and tyranny and 
that we must continue to speak out for justice 
and tolerance. 
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF 
PUERTO RICO 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, both the House and Senate have approved 
an appropriation of $2.5 million to the Office of 
the President as requested by the President 
for a grant to the Elections Commission of 
Puerto Rico to be used for voter education on 
and a choice among the options available for 
the island’s future political status. This marks 
an historic step forward in two key respects in 
the process of self-determination for the al-
most four million American citizens of Puerto 
Rico. 

First, it represents the first authorization 
from Congress for the United States citizens 
of Puerto Rico to choose the ultimate political 
status for their island. Presidents since Tru-
man have been seeking such an authorization 
and each House has passed similar language 
in the past, but the same language has never 
passed both Houses and been enacted into 
law. Our approval of this appropriation should 
be read as Congress’ determination to resolve 
the century-long question of the island’s ulti-
mate status and let Puerto Rican Americans 
choose a fully democratic governing arrange-
ment if they wish to replace the current terri-
torial status. 

Second, by adopting this provision as part 
of the unanticipated needs account of the Of-
fice of the President, it is Congress’ intention 
that its support for a future vote in Puerto Rico 
be coordinated with the Administration’s efforts 
to provide realistic options to be included on 
the ballot in the island’s next referendum. In 
recent months the President has brought 
Puerto Rico’s major political parties together in 
an unprecedented effort to define the available 
political status options. Our approval of the 
$2.5 Million request evidences our expectation 
that the White House will provide realistic op-
tions upon which to base a future status ref-
erendum. It can only responsibly allocate the 
funds for the consideration of options that are 
realistic. 

Puerto Rican Americans have contributed to 
this Nation for over 102 years, both in peace 
and in wartime, and deserve the opportunity to 
resolve the uncertainty regarding their political 
status based on clearly defined status options 
consistent with the Constitution and U.S. law 
and with the support of Congress. This legisla-
tion along with realistic status options to be 
provided by the Administration will help us 
honor their contributions by moving the proc-
ess of self-determination forward towards the 
establishment of a permanent and final polit-
ical status for Puerto Rico. 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. THELMA F. 
RIVERS

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mrs. Thelma F. Rivers of 
Timmonsville, South Carolina, prior to the 
celebration of her 115th birthday. 

Mrs. Rivers was born on November 3, 1885, 
in Darlington, South Carolina, to a mother and 
father who were born into slavery. This makes 
her one of the few people to have ever lived 
to experience three centuries of American his-
tory. Her sharp memory is treasured by all. 
When Mrs. Rivers reminisces about her youth, 
she remembers picking two bales of cotton ev-
eryday and sewing quilts with tobacco thread. 

Remarkably, Mrs. Rivers remains inde-
pendent and capable despite her years. She is 
on no medication, and has no use for eye-
glasses, hearing aids, or canes. Living alone 
until last year, she even chopped her own 
wood, being that she chose to remain living in 
a home still furnished with a wood burning 
stove. Many of her younger counterparts can’t 
even boast of this type of health and auton-
omy. 

Mrs. Rivers has been blessed with several 
children, nearly 100 grandchildren, numerous 
great grandchildren, and the list continues. 
She attributes her long life to her faith in God 
and allowing Him to ‘‘hold her hand while she 
runs this race.’’ 

Mrs. Rivers has won no gold medals or 
Nobel prizes, but today, having lived through 
115 years is a tremendous and commendable 
achievement. It is a testament to faith, 
strength, love, and wisdom. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in paying trib-
ute to this miraculous South Carolinian upon 
the celebration of her birthday. 

f 

TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE CEN-
TENNIAL OF SYMPHONY HALL IN 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2000 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to one 
of America’s most historic crown jewels, Sym-
phony Hall, as it celebrates its centennial and 
its many contributions to Boston, the Nation 
and the world. 

The Hall was the brainchild of ‘‘Major’’ 
Henry Lee Higginson, founder of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra (BSO). In the early 
1890s, Higginson made the decision to build 
Symphony Hall due to the fact that the Boston 
Music Hall was no longer meeting the needs 
of the BSO and its patrons. 

Major Higginson chose Charles Follen 
McKim of the New York firm of McKim, Mead 
and White as the architect of the Hall. At that 
time, McKim was the most prominent architect 
in the United States. However, one of the 
most influential persons involved in the project 
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